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arders merchandise using (raudu-
lently obtained credit card numbers.
Tile merchandise then is shipped lo
theC accomplices.

A5 many as 25 people wocked lor
Caidwell oulside the prison, Freeman
said. The investigation is conlinuing,
and more artests are expected.

Despile the fact that Caldwell was
permitted to make four I5-minule
Lelephone calls a day, he was on the

phone for seven or eight hours same.

days, Freeman said.

Cprrections officials said Caigwell
wasd-able to make so many calls by
ooththing the personal identificalion
numbers ¢f other inmates. Those
nuinners are Lecessary lo make
phone calls, said prison spokesman
Tim: Collins.

“rone day, Calgwell mads multiple
callsto South Africa. Israel and En-
gland, Edwards said.

“fie woutd buy gold from South
Alrica. silver from England. clothing
[rom t{assachusells, computers fram
Florida, very expensive, valuable
lamps from Louisiana. He's interna.
tional in scope,” Freeman said.

rHe's running a litt  ~terpdse in
nere; WW's an abgn® travesty.”
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>_dlgwell chose his merchandise
fram: catalogs he received st the
prison, Freeman said.

Caldwell got credit card numbers
by-regulady calling a resort in Tel
Aviv;-israel, and identifving himsell
as-ar- official with MasterCard or
Visa Freeman said.

Cxpiaining that lhe company’s
computers nad crashed. Caldwell
would 2sk for Lthe resori's credil card
transactions thatl day, and the resort
would give him names, account num-
bers and expiration dales, Fresman
said.

Freeman and Edwards criticized
the resorts for not confirming Cald-
well’s story.

Several unidentiflied small compa-
nies;have been put out of business “by
Csldwell and others like him,” Free-
man- said.

Law enforcement officials, used
Calgwell's arrest to criticize the com-
puterized telephone system the Cor-
rectlohs Department had AT&T
install in November (991 to try lo
praveni such schemes,

City police and state Sen. Michael
Fisher, R-Upper St. Clair, said yester-
day that it's time for the department
to Install a system that can intermit-
tently interrupt inmate conversations
lo alert the other party that a prisoner
was on Lhe lire. Fisher and delectives
have pushed for that system for
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-Eug'ene Caidwell
A convicted burglar

The current syslem plays 2 tape-
recorded message at the beginning of
all phone cafls. Bul inmates quickly
learned o wail until the message was
completed before having the culside,
accomplice place calls lo businesses,
palice said

The sysiern aiso was designed lo
disconnect calls if a thres-wayalling
feature was activated in a2 cail from
the priscn. But by mid-December
1991, inmates had leamed that ac-
complices could circumvent the sys-
lem by quickly pushing 2 butlon on
their Touch-Tone phones.

“{ was willing to say when Lhey pu!
the system in, ‘| don think i's going
lo work. but lel's see '™ Fisher saia.
“Now we have prool we were right”

The Correclions Depariment
maintained yesterday that lheir sys-
tem is 35 percent effective, 3 figure
police disputed
" "Thevre continuing & viclimize
society. They're sharp, they're
shrewd.” Fisher said of the inmates
using the scheme. “U they put their
minds to work as weil on the oulside
and became productive citizens, it

would be at much less cost o
ayers. . o
“But sinca they're doing this in a

state institulion, the stale has some
obligalion to try lo look out fer
innocent pares.” .

He said he disputes the position of
the Corrections Department that leg-
isfation is necessary lo put in the
m&ssage-ovem'de system he [avors.

"Quite frankly | wonder at limes if
they aren't using this as an excuse not
lo put it in," he 2ald, .

“We're trying lo work with (e
state Corrections Department {o re-
solve this” Edwards sdid “Some-
thing needs (o be done.” .

. Fisher said the issue wiil be 3d-
dressed In several weeks when Cor-
rections Department officials attend
budget hearings.




